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SUBJECT:EVANS - NOVAK ARTICLE ON SOUTH AFRICA 

1 . FOLLOWING IS AN OPED PIECE BY EVANS AND NOVAK WHICH 
APPEARED IN THE WASHINGTON POST JUNE 16. 

2. SOUTH AFRICA'S WHITES: ENTRENCHING BEHIND A HARD LINE 

3. CAPE TOWN. SOUTH AFRICA - VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE'S IM 
PULSIVE CALL FOR "ONE MAN, ONE VOTE" IN SOUTH AFRICA NOT 
ONLY STUNNED AND UNIFIED THIS NATION'S EMBATTLED WHITE POPU- 
LATION BUT ALSO STRENGTHENED THE HAND OF BITTEREND CHAMPIONS 
OF RACIAL SEPARATION. 

PRIME MINISTER JOHN VORSTER STILL HAS NOT FULLY RECOVERED 
FROM THE SHOCK OF HIS VIENNA MEETING WITH MONDALE LAST 
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MONTH. NOR HAS MUCH OF WHITE SOUTH AFRICA. THAT ENCOUNTER 
BROUGHT HOME THE CHANGE IN U.S. POLICY UNDER PRESIDENT 
CARTER, VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTING BLACK AFRICAN STATES WHO 
DEMAND VIRTUAL WHITE SURRENDER TO THE BLACK MAJORITY. 

THIS IMPELS THE VERKRAMPTE (INTRACTABLE) RIGHT WING OF THE 
RULING NATIONALIST PARTY TO GO "INTO THE LAAGER" - TO FORM 
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AN ARMED CAMP AGAINST THE REST OF THE WORLD RATHER THAN 

ATTEMPT DESPERATELY OVERDUE RACIAL REFORMS. SINCE THAT 
IS WHERE THE VERKRAMPTES WANTED TO GO IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
MODERATE FORCES ARE ANGUISHED BY THE AMERICAN BLUNDERING. 

CERTAINLY VORSTER APPEARED TO HAVE GONE "INTO THE LAAGER" 
WHEN WE WERE GRANTED A PRIVATE MEETING WITH HIM THIS WEEK 
AT HIS OFFICE IN THE PARLIAMENT BUILDING. THE STERN, FOR 
BIDDING PRIME MINISTER WOULD NOT PERMIT DIRECT QUOTATION, 
BUT IT CAN BE REPORTED HE FEELS THE VIENNA MEETING WAS IM- 
PORTANT ONLY IN SHOWING WHERE HE STANDS WITH THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT. 

VORSTER RETURNED FROM VIENNA BITTER THAT MONDALE DID NOT 
RESPOND TO VORSTER’S REQUEST FOR SPELLING OUT WHAT THE 
U.S. MEANS BY "FULL PARTICIPATION" POLITICALLY OF SOUTH 
AFRICA'S BLACK MAJORITY BUT THEN ISSUED HIS "ONE MAN, ONE 
VOTE" CALL AT A PRESS CONFERENCE. IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY 
CONTRADICTION FROM WASHINGTON, VORSTER ASSUMES MONDALE'S 
IS THE OFFICIAL U.S. POSITION. 

AND ALTHOUGH MONDALE REFLEXIVELY CHOSE HIS WORDS WITHOUT 
AUTHORIZATION, THE U.S. EMBASSY HERE WILL NOT RETRACT 
THEM. INDEED, THE OPINION OF TOP U.S. DIPLOMATS HERE IS 
THAT TOUGHNESS FORCES SOUTH AFRICAN CONCESSIONS. SUCH AS 
ITS RECENT STEPS TOWARD INDEPENDENCE FOR SOUTH WEST AFRICA 
(NAMIBIA). 
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BUT THE VIEW IS REJECTED BY PRACTICALLY EVERYBODY ELSE 
(INCLUDING SOME EXPERIENCED HANDS AT THE U.S. EMBASSY). 
RATHER MONDALE'S WORDS HAVE UNITED WHITE SOUTH AFRICA AS 
AT NO OTHER TIME DURING NEARLY TWO CENTURIES OF STRUGGLE 
BETWEEN AFRIKAANERS AND BRITISH. SINCE "ONE MAN, ONE 
VOTE" CONNOTES THE END OF THE WHITE CIVILIZATION HERE, 

SOUTH AFRICA'S WHITES UNITE IN SELF-PRESERVATION. EVEN THE 
MOST LIBERAL WHITES, MEMBERS OF THE PROGRESSIVE REFORM 
PARTY, ATTACK MONDALE S FORMULATION. 

THE POLITICAL IMPACT IS PERVASIVE. LEADERS OF THE MODERATE 
OPPOSITION UNITED PARTY, NOW IN A STATE OF DISSOLUTION, 

TOLD US THEY HAVE LOST STILL MORE VOTERS TO THE NATIONAL- 
ISTS. R.F. (PIK) BOTHA, THE NEW FOREIGN MINISTER WHO WAS 
EXPECTED TO MODERATE THE NATIONALIST PARTY CAUCUS, HAS BEEN 
PUSHED TO THE RIGHT, ATTACKING MONDALE AND ANDREW YOUNG. 
VERKRAMPTE NATIONALISTS SHOUT DEFIANCE FROM THE BENCHES OF 
PARLIAMENT. 
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MONDALE'S WORDS CLIMAX SOUTH AFRICAN GRIEVANCES AGAINST 
WASHINGTON THAT BEGAN WHEN THE U.S. CONGRESS PULLED OUT OF 
ANGOLA, LEAVING SOUTH AFRICAN TROOPS HIGH AND DRY FIGHTING 

THE CUBAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. MOREOVER, THE VICE PRESI- 
DENT'S WORDS IN VIENNA COINCIDED WITH YOUNG'S VISIT HERE, 
WHICH, CONTRARY TO U.S. PRESS REPORTS, UPSET WHITE SOUTH 
AFRICANS FAR MORE THAN IT REASSURED THEM. 

NOR IS THIS RESENTMENT LIMITED TO GOVERNMENT CIRCLES. A 
U.S. FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER, TRAVELING THROUGH RURAL AREAS 
NORTH FROM CAPE TOWN INTO THE ORANGE FREE STATE SHORTLY 
AFTER THE VIENNA CONFRONTATION, DISCOVERED ANTI-AMERICAN 
HOSTILITY HE HAD NOT IMAGINED. THE HOSTILITY IS ALL THE 
MORE INTENSE COMING FROM A PEOPLE WHO SOCIALLY AND CUL- 
TURALLY HAVE COPIED AMERICANS RATHER THAN EUROPEANS. 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE, MANY SOUTH AFRICAN LIBERALS BELIEVE, IS 
THAT IT DISCOURAGES SIGNIFICANT ATTACKS ON THE INSTITU- 
TIONALIZED EVIL OF APARTHEID. "ALL WE ARE DOING NOW IS 
ADVOCATING THE OVERTHROW OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT 
WITHOUT PROVIDING THE MONEY OR FORCE TO ACCOMPLISH IT." 

ONE DISTRAUGHT AND DISSIDENT U.S. DIPLOMAT CONFIDED. 

THE SOURCE OF THIS POLICY IS EXPOSED BY U.S. REJECTION OF A 
PROPOSED MULTI-RACIAL SOLUTION FOR SOUTH WEST AFRICA, WHICH 
HAD BEEN VIEWED BY MODERATES AS A LONG STEP TOWARD (THOUGH 
30 YEARS TARDY) WITH IMPLICATIONS FOR SOUTH AFRICA ITSELF. 

THE U.S. VETOED IT FOR ONE KEY REASON: OPPOSITION FROM 
BLACK AFRICAN STATES. IN OTHER WORDS, U.S. POLICY IS GEARED 
NOT TO ENCOURAGING REFORM HERE BUT TO COURTING THE REST OF 
THE CONTINENT. 

ACCORDINGLY, U.S. POLICY DEMANDS MAJORITY RULE EVEN IF THAT 
REQUIRED POLITICAL SELF-IMMOLATION BY THE WHITE MINORITY. 

THE RESULT IS THE WHITES' GOING "INTO THE LAAGER" - AND A 
POTENTIAL RACIAL ARMAGEDDON. ALTHOUGH THAT IS PRECISELY 
WHAT SOUTH AFRICA'S MILITANT YOUNG BLACKS WANT, WHETHER IT 
IS THE PROPER COURSE FOR U.S. POLICY IS A MATTER OF GRAVE 
DOUBT. CHRISTOPHER 
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